CONGRES SMAN

was not allowed to testify on his own behalf.
The North disliked this law. It was part of the
compromise which they found it hardest to
accept. Had it not been for the support which
Daniel Webster, the venerable Whig lawyer,
gave to Clay in the Senate, the North would
not have accepted it. Webster's support of the
compromise was denounced in savage and
angered terms by the uncompromising section.
It moved J. G. Whittier, the American poet, to
write Ichabod,' lamenting the shame and dis-
honour of Webster's action:

4All else is gone; from these great eyes

The soul has fled:
When faith is lost, when honor dies.

The man is dead.9

To Whittier and those who shared his outlook
there could be no more compromise about
slavery.

Many in the North and South who disliked
the Compromise of 1850 held this view. They
were prepared to say, as Lincoln said eight years
later: *This Union cannot endure half slave and
half free'; and they were prepared to add what
Lincoln would not add: 'Let the Union cease.
Let the slave states go their way, and let the free
states go theirs/ There were those in the North
who, because they hated slavery, were prepared
to see the Union cease, if by so doing they could
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